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Sunday Happenings in August: 
 

August 3 - Welcome Reception for Pastor Steve Nuessle 
and Family after worship. Meet their family and  

join us for some fun and “Nestle” treats! 
 

August 10 - Peggy Larson and her Ukelele Drive Group 
will accompany our worship service.  

 

 August 24 - Outdoor Worship and BBQ lunch. 
Bring a friend, a chair, and your water! Stay for burgers 

and hot dogs with all the trimmings! 

Pastor Steve invites all to join him for Wednesday 
Noon Prayers starting at 12pm on August 6, and eve-

ry Wednesday thereafter, in the Wesley Room. It’s 
casual; come as you are, drop-in when you can. 
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Pastor’s Message 

Hello Portland Avenue UMC, 
 

It has been so wonderful to finally start here at The 

Port. As I expected would be the case, everyone 

has been so nice and welcoming to me and my 

family, we fit right in! I have had the chance to get 

settled in my office, to get acclimated to the weekly 

rhythms of the church, to meet several of the peo-

ple of the church, to participate in some of the 

leadership meetings, and to be a part of worship 

through communion and the sharing of the Word. 
 

My first couple of sermons were a little bit more 

about me personally and my experience than will 

be typical going forward. I think it is important for 

all of you to learn more about me and my back-

ground and how I got to this place, but I do look 

forward to digging more into the scripture, to get 

back on track with the Lectionary readings, and 

sharing more about the teachings of Jesus. Start-

ing in August, we will be back in the Gospel of 

Luke, with a brief look at some of the Prophets in 

October, which should carry us until Advent. Be-

fore I came to The Port I was already going 

through Luke, so I look forward to picking that jour-

ney up again in August. 
 

Overall, it has been a little quiet as I have gotten 

started here. That is not too surprising for July, es-

pecially the week of the 4th, and it was also by de-

sign. I wanted the opportunity to get settled, to 

have some time to figure out the church and the 

history here, and also to make some connections 

within the church and the community. I have had 

the opportunity to meet the pastors of the other 

churches who use our building, I have met some 

other clergy and religious leaders in Bloomington, 

and I am also reaching out to other organizations 

to see how The Port can support them in their 

work. That will be an ongoing process as I get 

started here. I encourage all of you to let me know 

the people and places I should be connecting with 

here in Bloomington. 
 

Beyond those connections, one of the other 

things I really look forward to in August is the 

chance to meet with many of you. Not just the 

passing comments on Sunday, but the chance to 

sit down and have a genuine conversation. We 

have placed a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 

in the Narthex with several August dates and times 

where I am available to meet. They’re listed as 

times to meet in my office, but I am available to 

meet offsite as well, and would love to meet for 

lunch or coffee if that is easier for you. I am willing 

to drive out to meet you if that would be easier 

than coming to the church. 
 

For these meetings, I don’t have a specific agenda, 

we are free to talk about whatever topics you 

would like. My hope (though not my requirement) 

is to get to know all of you better, to get to know 

what it is you are looking for in this church, and to 

learn more about your heart for ministry and what 

it is you would like to see The Port focus on as we 

consider the ways to serve our neighbors and our 

community. Make sure you sign up if you haven’t 

already, and if the dates and times don’t work you 

can always reach out to me or Lori in the office and 

we can figure out something that works. I look for-

ward to meeting with all of you. 
 

I once again want to thank you for the opportunity 

to go to vacation in Spain so soon after I have ar-

rived. I am writing this before I leave but I look for-

ward to sharing about it when I get back, and more 

than anything, I am ready to get going here at The 

Port. I believe that the Lord has something in store 

for this church and I can’t wait to find out what that 

is. 
 

The world needs Jesus. Let us embrace the calling 

we have on our lives and do all that we can to be a 

part of that work. 
 

Blessings to you all and I’ll see you on Sunday, 

 

Pastor Steve 
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Nuessle Family Welcome Reception is August 3rd 
 

Even though Pastor Steve began his tenure with us on July 1, with 
the busy summer activities you may not have had a chance to 
meet him yet. As they had planned their own family vacation in 
July, we deferred their official welcome celebration to August 3.  
 

For Fellowship Time, we are providing a variety of Nestle-made 
snacks as an ode to their last name. It’s all about the fun with the 
Congregational Care group and we will certainly remember their 
last name after this party! Please join us as we extend a warm 
PORT welcome to Pastor Steve, Krista, Theo and Winston! 

Congregational  Care 

Sign-up to Meet Pastor Steve! 
 

As Pastor Steve mentioned in his article this month, he is anx-
ious to spend time meeting everybody at The PORT. To do 
that he has set aside several one hour slots in August for 
these meetings. They can take place at the church, or he 
would be happy to meet with you over coffee or lunch offsite 
as well. A sign-up sheet with available dates and times is 
posted on the bulletin board near the Welcome Desk.  Or you can call the church office, 
or email Pastor Steve at pastorsteve@paumc.org to schedule something that works for 
you and your family.  

The PORT Needs Your Help! 
 

This last month of summer has come quickly, and so planning 
for fall is in our sights. I will be looking this month to sched-
ule volunteers for ushers, greeters and liturgists through the 
end of the year.  
 

We have quite a nice group of folks willing to be readers, but 
we would love to have more volunteers to welcome people to 
the PORT as greeters at the door. You could sign up with a 
family member, or by yourself and I will find you a partner! 
Please consider adding this short but important volunteer 
role to your schedule. Thank you in advance for your consid-
eration.            ~Lynn Livingston 
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                  Thank you for your generous donations to help our neighbors in need.  
                             ~ Nancy Hagerty and Pam Rose, Mission Outreach Co-Chairs 

Mission Outreach 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

 

Reminder that all Clothing Drive donations for the Epilepsy 
Foundation must be received by Friday, September 5!   

See the June Portlight for more details, or look for the flyer at 
the Welcome Desk.  Any questions, please call the  

church office or Kathy Swenson.   
 Thank you for your support! 

Our 51st Annual Holiday Bazaar & Attic Treasures is Just Three Months Away 
 

The Tuesday Evening Bazaar work team has been working over the summer to create items 
for our sale, which will be held on Friday, November 14 and Saturday, November 15. We 
have a good group, but we certainly could use more help. While you’re enjoying the slower 
pace of summer, please prayerfully consider how you might help with the Bazaar this year. 
Perhaps you have a talent for a handicraft such as crocheting or woodworking, or maybe you 
love to bake. These are talents we could really use to add some fun products to the Bazaar.  
 

We will be having a Silent Auction with gift baskets as always too. You don’t have to wait until 
the last minute to put one together and bring it in. We can store it for you! As long as there is 
nothing perishable, it will be safe and sound. There are always lots of good basket ideas on 
Google or Pinterest, or seek out an idea from Lynn or Lori Livingston or Kathy Soucy.  
 

We hope, too, that we will have a  great group of volunteers to work at the Bazaar this year. 
We will need help on Thursday , 11/13, to display everything, as well as on Friday and Satur-
day. There is much to do! We hope you will consider using some volunteer time to help out. It 
will be time well spent! The proceeds will go toward a project of need in the church, with a 
portion going to mission outreach.  
 

Watch for more information in the coming Portlights and on Sunday mornings. Thank 
you in advance for your support of this beloved community event! 

Sheltered Reality Drumming Service 
was a Booming Success 

 

We enjoyed the uplifting and energetic perfor-
mance of Sheltered Reality on Sunday, 7/27 
with six drum kits in our driveway and the 
participation of several members of our con-
gregation. We collected $250 in the free will 
offering for them.  
 

If you still want to support this project, you can designate your donation to Sheltered Reality at 
church and it will be forwarded to them.  
You can learn more about their ministry at www.sheltered-reality.org. 
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Spiritual Growth 
August Schedule for Sunday Volunteers  

 
Aug 3 Aug 10 Aug 17 

Aug 24 
(Outdoors) 

Aug 31 

Welcomers 
Heather Anderson 

Bill Baker 
Heather Anderson 

Steve & Kathy 
Soucy 

N/A Greg Jurek 

Ushers 

 
Trenton Olson 

Laurette Lawson 
Pam Rose 

 

Bruce Benson 
Greg Jurek 

 

Trenton Olson 
Kathy Soucy 

Bruce Benson 
Wayne Andersen 
Sharon Backler 

Reader Daniel Baker Greg Jurek Katelyn Hagerty Pastor Steve Neil Anderson 

Sound Eric R-M Tim Madsen Eric R-M Eric R-M Tim Madsen 

Media 
Barb Andrus/

Kathy Swenson 
Tim Madsen Barb Andrus N/A Tim Madsen 

Livestream Scott Swenson Tim Hagerty Clint Andrus N/A 
Trenton Olson 

 

Closer Don Anderson Wayne Andersen Steve Knopp Don Anderson Steve Knopp 

Counters 
Merlin Gilbertson 

Trenton Olson 
Merlin Gilbertson 

Trenton Olson 
Merlin Gilbertson 

Steve Soucy 
Merlin Gilbertson 

Steve Soucy 
Pam Rose 

Wayne Andersen 

Communion 
Stewards 

Daniel & Tracy  
 Baker 

    

Birthday Blessings to our August Friends!  
 

01 - Darlene Solheim    25 - Terry Wells 
02 - Isabelle Swenson    25 - Joe Matton 
13 - Becky Rice    25 - Luke Rice 
14 - Ethan Runck    26 - Lynn Livingston 
17 - Winston Nuessle    27 - Blessing Wilson 
18 - Chrissy Wells    30 - Annie Comee 
18 - Scott Rice      
 
 

If you have a birthday during the month of August but your name is not on 
our list, please let the office know so we can update our records for next 
year. 

Address Change: 
Guy Moore 
Havenwood of Burnsville 
14401 Grand Ave. #424 
Burnsville, MN 55306 
Cell: 612-306-7398 
Please update your membership directory. 

Thank you to Mike Moreland, who had to 
retire from the PORT Band due to some 
health issues. Please join us in thanking 
Mike for his many years of dedication and 

service through his music!  
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https://www.youtube.com/c/PortlandAvenueUnitedMethodistChurch


 

Staff 
 

Rev. Steve Nuessle (Pastor) pastorsteve@paumc.org; Office: 952-888-6070; Cell: 952-210-0409 
Lori Livingston (Administrative Assistant) paumc@paumc.org  Office: 952-888-6070 
Judy Richardson-Mahre (Sonrise Director) jembrm@charter.net 
Greg Jurek (Custodian)  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE 

Church Office E-mail: PAUMC@paumc.org     PAUMC Website: www.paumc.org 

Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/PortlandAvenueUMC/  

YouTube:   https://www.youtube.com/c/PortlandAvenueUnitedMethodistChurch 

Join us for in-person and livestreaming worship on Sundays at 10:00am. 

Portland Avenue United Methodist Church 
8000 Portland Ave S, Bloomington, MN 55420 

mailto:paumc@paumc.org
mailto:jembrm@charter.net
mailto:paumc@paumc.org
http://www.paumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PortlandAvenueUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/c/PortlandAvenueUnitedMethodistChurch
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland-Avenue-United-Methodist-Church/109195009206962
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vanco.gpm&hl=en

